GREETINGS - IKINI

YorUba people place alot of emphasison greetings. There isagreeting forvirtually every event. Asides
fromthe normal greetings during the day, the YorUba people also have greetings for weddings, parties,
and so many other occasions and actions.

GreetingsforYorubais a way of showing affection and respectto one another.
GREETING POSTURE

The way we greet olderpeoplein Yorubais different fromthe way we greetyounger peopleor ourage
mates.

For older people, women kneel down (IKUNLE) to greet and men lay flat on the ground facing
downward (IDOBALE).

ENGLISH YORUBA FOR OLDER FOR AGE MATE OR FOR MORE THAN 1
WORD TRANSLATION PERSON YOUNGERPERSON PERSON AT A TIME
Good ekaaaro ekaaaro kdaaro ekaaaro

Morning

Good ekaasan ekdasan kdasan ekaasan
Afternoon

Good ekaale ekaale kaale ekaale

Evening




Notice the use of E whenyou are referringtoan older(male orfemale). Thisisveryimportantin Yoruba
culture. Youinclude ‘E’' inyour conversations when talkingto an older person or more than 1 personat a
time.
For example:
E ma bini compared with Ma bint (used when talking to an age mate or youngerone)
E ku ilé compared with Kuilé (used when talking to an age mate or youngerone)
The Yoruba people typically have agreetingforevery eventoraction. Here are some others.
e Enle—General greetings especially when visitingsomeoneat home.
e Epelé—Literarilymeanssorry butcan be usedto pass condolences oraway of sympathising
with someone.
e Erora—Take iteasy.
e Ekuisé—Typicallyusedtogreetsomeonewhoisbusydoingsomething. Itisa wayto get
attention.
e Ekuikalé— Usedto greetsomeone wholooks/is relaxed or whois sitting down.
Greeting Context Matters!

How are you?

Saying ‘how are you?’ in Yoruba depends on context. If you are greeting someone informally, you can
say: Bawo ni.

However, never use thisforsomeoneolderthanyou. It will be deemed as disrespectful.
In a more formal setting, yousay: S$é alaafiale wa sa/ma?
To any of the above, the person being greeted would say:

Alaafia ni or ddadaa ni or Adupé or very informally Mo wa pa



